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The Caseflow Management Guidelines (Administrative Order 2003-7) established time guidelines 
for disposing of cases filed in the trial courts.  For most of the case type categories, both interim and 
final time guidelines were established.  Each guideline provides a time frame and the percentage of 
cases to be disposed within the time frame.  For example, in probate court 90% of mental illness 
petitions should be adjudicated within 14 days and 100% within 28 days.  To determine if a 
particular court achieved the interim guideline of 90% within 14 days for mental illness petitions, 
the following formula should be used.   
 
Formula for the interim guideline (90% within 14 days) for mental illness petitions: 
 

The number of mental illness petitions that were disposed during 2005 within 14 days of filing 

-----------------------------------------------divided by----------------------------------------------- 
The number of mental illness 

petitions that were disposed in 2005 
 

and 
The number of mental illness 

petitions that are pending with an 
age over 14 days at the end of 2005 

 
 
In Motor County Probate Court in 2005, for example, 29 cases were disposed in 2005.  Of these, 27 
were disposed within 14 days of filing, 2 were disposed after 14 days of filing.  On December 31, 
2005, 1 case was pending with an age over 14 days.  Motor County Probate Court achieved the 
interim guideline by disposing of exactly 90.0% of the mental illness petitions within 14 days.  This 
was determined using the following calculation:   
 

27 within 14 days 

---------------------------divided by--------------------------- 

29 disposed and 1 pending with  
an age over 14 days 

 
 
To determine if a particular court achieved other time frames, the general formula should be used.   
 
General Formula for a given time frame: 
 

The number of cases that were disposed during the year within the time frame 

---------------------------------------------divided by--------------------------------------------- 
The number of cases that were 

disposed in the year 
 

and 
The number of cases that are 

pending with an age over the time 
frame at the end of the year 

 
 


